VY i /=
VOLUME THREE SUMMER 1944 NUMBER OND

A collection of odds and ends ef junk and stuff, which is being passed on
to a hapless FAPA by one T/Sgt Lynn Bridges, 833rd Chemical Co., Dala Mabry
Field, Tallahassee, Florida. As usual, am depending upon some soft-hearted
soul for the difficult task of mimsographing INSP., In this case, Al Ashley
can be thanked (or blamed, depending on how vou lock at it).

This is actually being written at liacDill Field, sowe 250 miles south of
Tallahassee ~- but just where I'll be at the time of the mailing is unknown,
and closest approximation is somewhere in the U,S, Since Dale iabry is head-
quarters, any mail sent there will be promptly forwarded.

Missed last mailing, thru a collection of unavoidable reasons, mostly
work, First time it happened in quite & while, but it means that volume 3 of
INSP must start with the summer issue, rather than the spring as in previous
years. Right now am in quite an advantageous spot for this sort of stuff, as
both time and typewriter are available, Nain detriment to work at night is
the lacDill mosquitn, about which I wrote in the INSP of 2 years ago. Quite
a coincidence, being back at the same field where I went thru basic¢ training,
considering all the stops I've made since then. Have moved no less than §
times since last I wrote for FAPA, for instance.

Am sbandoning the rambling type of individuazine to the extent of insert-
ing subject titles, at the suggestion of oritic Speer. Slightly appropriate
titles will henceforth accompany said subjects, tho I'm still writing as I go
along with no definite knowleage as I start of just what will be written. For
a start I'1ll try

NEW NOiENCLATURE

Of all the suggestions regarding a new set of words for fans and fandom
made last mailing, I prefer Widnerts "Imaginist", and said method of nomen-
clature will appear henceforth in INSP., For short, Art's im for fan and ims
for the plural will do nicely. However, I prefer imzine to imag and imagidom
to imagi-nation -- the first because of superior phonetic value and because
-zine is more proper as an ending; and the second because there are ims out-
side of the U,S,, imagidom is shorter and not hyphenated, and Forry already
has something of a copyright on imagi-nation.

Not that other suggestions had no merit, For a while I was sold on the
Speer idea of "stefnist", but decided against it for 3 reasons. It would be
unintelligible to outsiders and newcomers, which is not so serious., It would
also refer only to the science-~fiction addicts, not to the fantasy and weird
group, Host important, it is derived from the coined "scientifiction" agaiunst
which I have a prejudice, probably because the word is unneccessaridly compli-
cated.

Ifuch the same objections are to be found against Stanley's "stefan", plus
the fact that &t is still most apt to be contracted te "fan" which is what we
are trying to escape. The chief idea of the new nomenclature is to distin-~
guish us from other groups of fans, It is possible to be a fan of anything.

Incidentally in regard to the stf vs. s-f controversy, the latter is much
superior. Phonetically it isn't much more difficult %o say es-ef than to say
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stef, and even the most fanatic addict is liable to wonder whether stiff,
staff, or stuff is meant when confronted with stef in conversution.

Imaginist suffers from none of these defects, perhaps its only fault
being thet it is a bit too long -- and the abbreviated form takes care of
that, TImagination is the one com2on denominutor of all ims, whether they be
addicts of s-f, fantasy, weird, or horror. As & word, imaginist conveys just
what we want, either to ourselves or to outsiders; and it is certainly aore
rcasonable than something such as "fantasy fictieon fan" which is about the
begt wetve had before.

Wow that we have some new definitions and words, I'll procesed to use tham
in a brief discussion of

THE Iii AYD IAGIDC.:

in which I*1l try Yo cover an
assorted mess of stulf suggested by DRT, Laney, Spencer, and just about every-
one else in FAPA,

In his "Fandewm as a ijay of Lii'e"™ Thompson rightly concludes, as does
Leney, that the im needs interests outsidy of imagidom. The rightful place of
imagidon is as & subsidiary interest or hobby, not as the all-important prin-
ciple of life, All too many ims are prouns to overestimate the importance of
imagidom in their lives, even to extents as ridiculous as those of the Cosmic
Circle.

Paul Spencer's story in NUCLEUS is amusing, and almost too painfuily ace
curate. Ims &s & whole are unable to cope with life, and seek some sort of a
r:'uge in what should be no nore than a hobby. .any have graandiose ideas ab-
out a future designed along science-fictional ideas and perhaps led by ims,
but few ims have enou;sh mechanical ability to understand se¢ complicated a
machine as a lawn mower,

At the same time, I think Laney is a bit toc harsh in some of his crit-
icisms, or else the 1A group of ims is a bit worse than imagidom as & whole.
It's true that ims are inclined tc¢ Le a hit unstable, emotionally and other-
wise, but not so far from the median as FTL would have us believe. However,
T'm coavinced now that, far from being superior to the average, ims are ac-
tually inferioers to the racial average both physically and emotionallyl
centelly, I'm not seo sure, but possibly they are above the average in this one
respect. ‘towever, is there any definite way to measume intelligence which does
not depend %o a great extent upon education and practice? ¥ave never coms ac-
ross such a test myself, not even the so-called aruy "IQ" tests. Thos: aruy
tests, incidentally, aren't meant to measure intelligence, but rather to meas-
ure mental alertness and speed of decision.

Few ims will deny that they, as a whola, are below the gsneral physical
standards of the non-ime in their age groups. That is proved sufficiently by
the large number of 4-F's in our midst, a number juite e bit above the national
averape. As for the smotional inferiority of ims, Laney gives quite a vivid,
tho possibly overdone, picture of them, Juotional stability is measured by
adaptability to life as a whole, and few ims are really adaptable to conditions
as they are. It is for thet reason, wainly, that they resort to imagidom. The
few ims &hat are stable emotionally, are invariably the ones who treat imagidom
simply as a hobby and spare tiue endeavor.

I know myself that I fiv iuto the world none too well, but think thet I
have more adeptability than the average im. I can get aloung with just aboub
any type of group, and have & lot of fun doiang any number of things. QOn the
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average, I spend less than one evening & week on such stuff as this. The rest
of the time It'm apt io be out with any female who is fnolish enough to trust
herself in such a position, drinking beer and discussing life in general with
some of the boys, or perhsps bowling, swimming, or any of a dozen wmore or less
active pursuits., All of which no doubt makes me much less active as an im
than I could be, but leads to a much saner all-around life.

(liy army career, incidentally, provides something of a lesson in adapt-
#bility. First promotion to corporal came as a clerk, sergeant was gained as
an instructor, staff sergeant as platoon leader, and present ramk for all ar-
ound work, )

411 of which can be sunmed up by saying that, on the whole, ims are as
psychologically maladjusted bunch of jerks as can be found, leaving me free
to turn to the next subject for discussion, and the next subject seems to be
some

RE/'ARKS OF ROCKETS

in which no doubt It1ll show
my own ahysmal ignorance upon the subject.

This is prompted, of course, by Dr. Gardner's article in BLITHEXINGS,
While there are no uoubt good reasous for his bhelief that practical rockets
would create a deafening roar while taking off, 1'd like to know just how his
figures were compiled. Seems to me that there would be no reason for such a
belief', as the new jet propulsion plane is suppossd to be almost noiseless
compared to standard combustion engine types, and it isn't difficult to become
accustoned to the sound of planes. (I sleep about 200 yards from a runway
used by Flying Fortresses all night long.)

Admittedly, a rocket is not a jet propulsion plane, but the principle of
exhaust gases for propelling power is the sawe, and I'm convinced that the
"rocket" plune or ship will in reality be a combinetion of rocket and jet. 1In
an atmosphere, takeoff would necessarilly be slow, both because of e pressure
of the alr on the ship and because too rapid a start would.be tough on the
passenpers. At the takeoff of a modern warplane, the pussenger finds himself
pushed backwards with yuite a bit of force.

“finps would undoubtedly be used, even on a spaceship, as they would pro-
vide maneuverability in atmosphere at a considerable saving in fuel. 4as for
jet propulsion, it would be silly from a standpoint of fuel conservation not
to utilize the atmosphere for fuel so long as the ship was in it anyhow. In
any fuel mixture, the oxygen is the main part of the weight., 1In the customary
gasoline-oxypen mixture, 3.5 parts of oxygen are used to 1 of gasoline, and in
the "ideal" hydrogen-oxygen fuel, the ratio is 8 to 1. :/ith most of the fuel
needed to run a ship lying in the air about it free for the taking, it would
be foolish not to utilize it.

Itts my guess that the spaceship of the future will take off{ aad fly thru
the atmosphere on wings propelled by jets similar to those in the new Rell
plane, and once the upper limits of the atumosphere are reached, the liguid
oxypen tanks will be turned on for use in free space. 4s for the noise at
the takeofi, I doubt if 1t will be too bad. The mrea directly behind the
plane will be dangerous, and a large concrete block a short distance behind
the ship would of courss be of help, but aside from that, nothing specicl
would be necessary. The "continuous blast™ ol the rocket would travel with
the rocket, and would soon be beyond danger point. And with wings to add
1ift on takeoff, the blast would not have to be as large as tho it had to both
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both support and move the ship.

And having left myself wide open, no doubt, I'1l leave the scientific for
a, moment and go on to

THE FLLE 1M

Jjust long enough to agree with
Trudy that the female of the species should take her place on the basis of her
ability along regular im lines, rather than be considered a freak because of
her sex, It is true that the female im is the exception and that imagidom is
predominately male -~ but it ig true that Trudy, at least, has often demon-
strated her ability to equal or surpass the average male im in gquantity and
quality of activity.

Trouble is, Trudy, that all too many fenale ims are interested only he-
cause some man in whorm they are interested is an im, and then put too much em-
2hasis on the fact that they are a femmnle, rather than just another im like
the rest of us. Much of the reason for the unconscious segregation of the
female of the species as a group apart is the fault of some of the so-called
"fenale fans" themselves.

And doesn't Trudy herself do this to a certain extent in such matters as
excusing the appearance of NUCLEUS on her "feminine jands™? i{ith which remark
I'd better stop and get back to the subjeoct of science as involved ia the
matter of

THS BASIBALL AL TUE CURYLS

and try to answer a couple
of yuestions of Hiir's. The reason a baseball will sometimes wait until it
has almost reached the plate before curving, Harry, is because it is thrown
faster than the avera;e chrve ball. Jimple enough, isn't it? At higher
speeds, the air hasn't a chance to affect the motion of the ball until it has
been slowed down. The effect can be seen much more easily in bowling (not the
excuse for bowling using small balls seen in sons parts of t'e country, but
bowling as it is done with the large, 16 1b. ball) where wany good bowlers
rell a ball that travels perfectly straight until the last 10 or 15 feet,
when it seems to almost jump at an angle., ™ntil it has reached that point,
the ball is travelling too fast for the spin to take effect, but when the ball
is slowed sufficiently, the spin causes it to curve. A ball released in the
same manner but more slowly will start to curve iavediately and will curve
tmch farther. It works wmuch the sawe way in air.

As for "hop"™ on a ball to cause it to jump up just before reaching the
plate, that is also dons by speed in wuch the saae wan.er as the fast, late-
breaking curve., Instead of spinning or rotating 4o .the side, however, the
bhall is thrown straight overhand with the thumb undsrueath and the fingers en
top. 3Ry releasing the ball with the thumb first, the fingers give it a spin
back towards the pitcher, and as the ball nears the nlate it slows down, tne
pressure of the air on the rotating ball causes it o junp upwards, and the
batter either nisses the ball complstely or else hits a weak pop fly.

As for the kauckle ball, that explanation cbout alr currents, believe it
or not, is correct, A non-rotating objuet is aff'ected te a greet extent by
air currents, which is why footbulls are thrown to rotate along their axis,
and why rifle barrels are rifled in a spiral so that the bullet will be rotat-
ing when they are fired. How that T've covered the sports world for this time,
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I'11 get back to s~f with
THOSE *34 70.40ERS

about which a couple of the ims
have been raving,

The 1934 WOHD:ZR STCORIBS was good, I'or its time. But it will taie a lot
of convincing tc convince me that it was superior to the current AST( 'DING,
I'm not even too sure that it was the top prozine of 1934, as AST had quite a
few good "thought-variants™ at that time.

"ain reasons for the popularity of °,3, in '34 were the .’ienbaum stories,
almost the only contribution of “0'DER to the coaning style of s-f, and a num-
ber of pood stories written in the older, no longer popular style. _ost of
the pioneerin; of the era was done by 4.7, uuder the leadership of Tremaine
and backed, ror the first time, by Stree® and Smith. Chiel trouble with A3~
TOWMINE was ite crudity. On the whole the stories in £ .DiER were better
written, But even the 7,35, tales lacked the writing polish which is evident
in nearly every story in AST today.

In retrospect, the older mags mre apt %o seem better than they actually
were, because of the momoriss acsociated with certain stories o! those days,
and hecause of the time lapse ele.ccnt. Stories which actually appeared over
a period of months or even years, ere reueubered as being simultaneous, and
neturally no single issue of & orozine even today can wmbch such an accunu~
lation. Tn general, &STOU TIHG of today is almost as far ahead of the ave:,-
ape wag of 10 years age, as that map is over the average faa fiction,

As for "3xile of the Slkies", as funtasy it mijht not be too bad, but as
an s-f story it contained far too many scicntific absurdities to bs rated as
anrohing ot all.

Since I'm szepping into so mmuy sr uneats, I way as well get into an-
other o.ae thatts ;oing strong,

LABOR USICTS,

end proceed to make a few cnenies
by saying that on the whole, in a labor diswvute, T':1 iaclined to favor man-
ag.cuent,

Right now, of course, the avera,e soldier is guits apt to foam at the
mouth at the .ention of a labor union, and practically everyone in uniform
is of' the opinion that the best way to settle a strilze id Lo put the strikers
in a front line foxhole, T admit that I , eneirally share those s<ntimeats,
but my own opinions on unions date Lack ‘nite a bit louger than that.

Yo, ir. Laney, I'm not a proletariat. Tmnlike most ims, I was brought up
in a world of svieat and grease, and put in 3 vzars on one of the tourhest auto
assembly lines in existence, plus some tiane in a steel aill. Anu from that
observation, T've found little in favor of the large unions. I am in favor
of small, independent unions, whose intsrests lie with the workers in one
specific factory und whos= fortuaes are tied up with that factorw.

Trom what I've scun, any worker who [ailed to advance in any plaat in
which Itwve worksd, did so eecause he either did not have the brains or the
initiative. Thether doin; factory work or any other kind, no man can expect
to get anywhere without those ualities. Also, even without unions, factory
labor is on the whole better paid for the swme amount of work, than non-fac-
tory workers.
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Tfanagement realizes, on the whole, that the better a worker is treatesd
and the more he is made to feel that he is a part of the organization, the
nore satisfied he will be and the better the work that he does. Labor, work-
ing with qanagement, is far more apt to get o betver deal than by working with
sows union which is bucking the omployer at every turn. The large unions are
hardly to be blamed for looking out primarily Tor their own interests, and
having no stake in the factories with which they deal, conseguently care lit-
tle whether that factory progresses or not. .ll the union cares for is to get
apparent advantages for the workers, so they have so & hasis for expecting the
worker to toss his buck & month, plus speciual assessmeats, into the kitty.

SBconomically, the union is guite apt to o hurting the laborer in getting
him a slight wage increase. To make up for the lncrease in wages, Lhe aanage-
went has to charge wore for the product; with an iacrease in price, the sales
are apt to fall off; and without the demand for-t e product, the worker wou't
be called on to produce so much, and will usually lose far more thru lost time
than he gained by the wuge increese,

On the other hand, the small, indepsndent union, by co-operatiag with the
management of the one plant which it serves, can see to it that the wembers
get every advantage which it is possible to give them, and see That the men-
agement in return gets its share of work i{rom its employees. Too many labor-
ors see their relations with their employer as a constant battlie to see which
can get the most from the other. 1In reality, employer-laborer relations should
be based on mutual co-operation for the comnon good. Both are actually working
for the same thing -- to provide the best goods possible at the lowest possible
price, thus gaining customer good will and more profits to be divided mutually.
anagement realizes this better than does lubor.

I you're interested, FTL, I yult the auto assenbly job when a union, us-
ing methods which would have sha.ied both a prohibition racketeer and a polit-
ician, finally gained control in that factory. I'd always gotten a sgyuare deal
from the company. ™rom observation of the union T wasn't so sure that I could
expect the sane from thewm. :s2d that courss of juitting is always open to any
worker who isu't satisfied with his job {exc.pt in time of war)., If a man isn't
valu:ble enough to muke the nanageaent feel that he's worth whatever he asks,
what ri ht has he to ask it?

Axpectiag guite a fow brickbats from some of the 7APA progressives, Ttll
turn to the nore PaPhic topic of

FLPA DUIS

to say that I favor the new amendument
to raise the dues to a bucl, Stands to reason that heavier mailiags are going
to cost more, but will be worth the extra two-bits. whore, for 25¢, ecan you
got a better barpgain than a FiPA wailing?

Incidentally, in a personal letter the other day a correspondent made
mention of the fact that FAPA was now getting so large that it was impossible
to keep up with everything that was going on in it. 7But who wants to keep up
with everything that is going on in FiPL?

I have abselutely no interest in many FAPA Tacets, such as book reviews
(my reading time is very limited, have no place to store books, and prefer
current s~f to anything else), fantasy (especially the weird aad horror type),
local club news, etc. But I am interested iu s-f, in the discussions of what
1RC ocalls the "brain trust", and enough other stuff to make WAPA one of the
most fascinating hobbies T've yet encountered. And now back to arguments,
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this time on the topic of
THE COLOR LINS

about which I'd intended to say
nothing becmuse I devoted quite a bit of space to it last time and because
Lowndes has expressed my own opinions guite & bit utore clearly that I could
hope to do.

But Speer makes a romark that I can't help jumping when he says that the
"fiction of (racial) equality" would encourage feelings of loathing and hatred,
Ilell, Juffus, how do you think the average southern negro feels towards the
white men after years of sufferiag under Uhe fiction of racial iasquality?
Have had quite a bit of opportunity to observe the deep south negro in the
last couple of years, and have found him no different from other negroes. On
the whole, I think I prefer the average southern negro to the "white trash”
southerner who is almost as much a caus . f'or national shame as the south's
handling of the nejro problem.

The nart of the south I :i@an, LRC, is th=s really deep south, not the arsza
around Virginia and aryland where things are muclh more civilized, Down here
the nepro is treated as being really low. o doubt you've also had experience
in the deep south as well, and I'm glul to see 1t least one southeraer taking
the part of the nepro.

Recently, the juestion ol equal rights for negroes in the south has had
yuite a vroainent place, due to the sunreme court decision allowing negrees to
vote in the primaries. The southern negro is at last realizing that he has a
ripht to expect equality, ana is prepered to fight for it. Spper thinks that
there will he trouble iif the south relaxes its tight restrictions on negroes.
T'in convinced that there will be trouble if the south doesn!'t wake up and give
negroes their rightful place alongside the whites.

Tope that ishley prints those articles he has oa the problem. Ilow ta
the topic of

TS AR'Y I

in which 1 disagree with some remarks by
Trudy and LRC, (Quite disagreesable this time, ain't I?)

Trudy seems to think that FAPA will be hurt by having the army (and the
lesser branches of service) take so aany ims. As I said earlier, imagidom
isntt even furnishing its share to the armed forces, so we can h:rdly be-
grudce the aray takiag the few it does. 7Resides, beiag in unifora doesn't
prevent anyone f{rom being an im. Spencer, Rothman, and myself, among others,
are contributing our share towards F4aPA, for instaace.

ot only that, bul army experience, and new outlooks on life and imagi-
dom in general, is yuite apt to make an im even more interesting and valuable.
And that brings up LRC and his fear that exposure to the army will "harden”
Connor, thus making him less valuable as an im. This business about the army
"hardening" people, except perhaps physically, is so much nonsense. True,
we'tre subjected to gquite a bit of "kill or be killed™ philosophy, but it is
guite easy to soparate that from extra-military activities.

Itve been subjected to as much, if not iore, "hardening" ini'luence in the
corner poolrooms, etc., as in the army ~- and I'm in & combat uniti Connor is
going to college. 17y own experience with the army college system indicates
that the language, habits, ete., of the students differs little from those in
civilian colleges,
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Jext subject It1l title
SHCTICHAL 5CT5 CL5

altho that title is none
voo accurate. fictually, it's an attempt to combine a lot of remarks on stuff
suggested by just about everyone in the last wailing, on things which are, in
aany cases, only sli hitly related,

Tirst, an explanation of what T wuean by an"ewmotional™ scisace. An em-
obionul science is one such as psychology and sociolo.y, based on hunan be-
havior, either singly or in mass. 4s a rule, emobticaal sciences are not exact
scisnces.

Por the venefit of Bill Jvans, a bit of coumeat on what is meant by an
exact science. Ain exact scisnce 1s one where, wilier  ives conditioas, results
can be accurately deteriained by compubtation of Ths eftects involved, using
current methods of wmeasursuent., Tmder thos. rules, chewsistry, physics, and
most orms of mathemnatics qualifly as exact, evea tho we may nct know iuch ab-
out wany parts of them. They can be considered exact since we do znow enough
about them to know that they are based on natural izws, znd we haves soue un-
darstuanding of those natural laws.

et so with psyehology and similar sciences. They, too, m&y be based on
certain natural laws, but as yet we don't know enouih about them to have more
than an inkling oi what thosce laws are. T have a suspicion that the whole
field of psychology can be translated inte a f .w siaple rules, and that it
Just takes so.iecne Lo formulate a series of causes in « mauner sianilar to the
discovery o1 the periodic table of chenical elsnenvs to wake of it an exact
science.

Chan Davis is quite liliely rizht in reascaing that mass or wmob psychology
is more apt to ve able to be conirolled than individual psychology. Similar
results were obitainable in alchemy, when it could Le quitc certuin what the
chemical reactions between large narticles of aablter would be, but it would
not he so easy to juess what would haypen with smaller bits of what was ap-
Jerently the same substance. Reason of course Leing that in the large .ass of
substancs, the impurities would cuncel out or not be ncticeable, but the smal-
ler bit would possibly be largely impurities, or other cheuaicals, and would
react dirferently.

8%ill, for an accurate imowledge of either chsuisiry or psychology, the
the worliing of the individual atow or person must be Laown to be understood.

In 'WCLEUS, TY¥ Lrings up another emotional scionce, that of propa anda,
Tike the others, propaganda is not yet un exact science, eltho it's under-
stood slizhtly, and has often been used, tho not so often successfully.

“rudy seems to think that propasanda is wrong, altho its benevolent uses are
as nmany as its wore noted ones. Propapanda is used, ior insvaace, To zain
support for various charities and other worthwhile endeavors.

3ut Trudy objects vo drovsranda bsing used to cauvsc us to hate the Jap,
on the grounds that it is unfair Yo the Japanese peonle as & whole. T"sing
in the army, I »robably corme in coatact with quite a bit more anti-Jap prpp-
spanda than the averaze civilian, aund on the whole with more skilful prop-
ajanda, 9o far T haven't noticed that it was directed against the people of
Jupan, but rather agaiast the Jap militarists and systen of lise,

T tnow daun well that if T cane across a Jap soldisr ia the jungle, I'd
shoot first and trv to convert him later, TIt's very eusy to say that a race
isn't bad, it's just the way they're brought up, bu’ a natioaal policy which
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has been in effect for generations is hard to change. I wouldn't approve of
it, but a systewm of extermination of the Japanese race might be easier than
the long, slow, process of rechabilitation which is going to be necessary be-
fors the Jap can take his place as a rightful member of society.

I told you the above roeu=rks would be only slightly related, and have
proved it by lumping sverythin, from chemistry to extermination of Japs under
one heading,

Une further thought in regards to emotional sciences, ihat would be the
results of a race having a good, working kaowledge of what we consider abstract
scisnces, such as psychology and propaganda, but no knowledge whatscever of
any of the more mechanical sciences? [Miht make a good plot for sowe writer,
With which idea I turn to the

TRAVEL DIPART 32T

to show thet what others can
do, I can attempt to do.

So many ims have given accounts of historic trips to meet other ims, that
I feel itts time I, too, gave an account of such a journey. So here goes the
tale of the only visit Iftve had with an iw during the last 6 months.

It was hard work, trudging thru those north ¥Florida swamps. I began to
wonder if the boys back in camp could have been kidding me when they told me
that roller skates were the best way to cross swamplands. Still I struggled
onward, braving every danger, eayger to meet another im, At one point T met a
large alligator not 6 feet away! 1T startsd to run until I rewembered that I
was looking thru sowe binoculars and found the alligator was actually a small
tree lizard.

Later, I met a hostile Indian, and there was no escape. I went wmy way
with the blanket that cost me 33,98, plus tax, 50 it continued, danger after
danger I met and conquered. I was accosted by a bathing beauty, and almost
failed to escapse, but despite this and other natural obstuacles of the Florida
lundscape I kept going.

The roller skates got heavier. T tried to catch a ride on a passing
flamingo, but it seemed that he was going to 'fiami. So onward I went my weary
way, ever omward, until at last I reached Live Csk, and there I came upon the
Rayme

At sight of me Raym cried "I don't believe iti" and threw away the bottle
he had been holding. le started to slam the door.

"No, no," I shrieked, "I'n a fan{" (This was before I decided it should
bs im, not fan.)

At Bhe magio word fan, Raym stopped short, then drew himself up proudly.
"?his suh," he said, "is the south. Heah we have suth’n hospitality, not ex-
clusion acts. A fan is welcome, esven you allg"

So I went in and sponged two meals off the Washington household, 1Itd
have staysd even longer if I hadn't had just a Sunday pass. And that's the
story of how I met the Raym,

lore seriously, it was gquite an enjoyable afterncon -- spent largely in
leoking at imzines, discussing stiech things as im normaley, the negro problem,
and the 4th dimension, and sendin: out a bunch of cards amnnouncing the form-
ation of The Super Spiral Leugue, for "fans with dizzy minds."

Main impress ion of Raym was of his complete seriousness. Here is one im
who believes implicitly in imagidom, and that imagidom has a purpose and mis-
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For officers, I would suggest about the saae as we have in FAPA, with ap-
proxiaately the same functions. Instead of an editer, tho, there would be an
editor-in-chief, chosen by election, and with the power to delegate others as
assistant editors. To facillitate matters, it would be advisable to have the
secretary-tesasurer come from t ¢ same local arca as the editor, so possibly
a political combination of editor and secretary-treasurer being combined on
tho ballot would be helpful, In that way, time would not be lost thru the
secretar;y passinig on to tihe sditor inforation and vice versa.

These reuarks are passed on merely as a suggestion and idea or discussion,
as I do not at present have the facilitiss for extending them further. I've
already wenticned the idea to one or two others, who seemed to think the vlan
has possibilitiss. at any rate, I'd like to hear whkat others have to say. At
present it would not run counter to any other organization, as the ¥FFF can be
said to e out of the pieture,

Possibly the "FRP is a vietim of the war, or nossibly it just almed toc
high without a solid enough foundation -~ but it is ay pursonal belief that the
TR failed because it contained too auch that was of intereut to only a few
aembers and not encugh that was of interest to all asmbers.

THEY ALSO SERVE -

Speer, by inference, claims that soldiers who spend the war on this side
of the ocean aren't perforuing their part so well as those civilians who vol-
unteer for work overseas, .,hat Juffus overlooks is that soldiers who are kept
in tie States rarely have any choice in the matter. We, too, can volunteer for
overscas service -~ but w: can't get it until the ¥ar Department gets ready to
s22d us,

I suppose that Itm one of those in unifierm to whom Speer wes referriag,
as T've spent over 2 years on the S8 7.§, front, thru no fault of my own. It
just happens that I'm in a branch of the army whick is being largely h=ld in
reserve until such a time as zas is used, when we'll be called upon in a hurry
to do some of the touphest and most dangerous werk ¢f the war, T also had the
luck, or the misfortune, to et a training sssi mnent, which few soldiers
either waat or redquest, an¢ those two reasoas accouat for my long period of
sorvice ian this country.

Others are pernasps held back for physic.l ailments, which permit them to
do work here but would hiader tThzi: in actucl comozt conditions, Overssas, a
goldier is expected to serve anywhere under any sort cf coadition. Not so with
a civilian worker, who never is allowed very clog: to the froant. The essential
difference i.tween the worler i1 uniflorm and the cne in civvies is this. e go
where we are ordered and do what we are told -- the civiliun dogsn't. Then
there is the little matter cf freedom, scaethin, for which we are fighting, but
vhich the army itsell’ does not huve,

L ST It SBEYICE

The 12 papes of this issue is a unew higk for IFSP, but verhaps it only
relns to aale up for aissing the last mailing. Cuwality I think has improved
o little too, but itts hard teo tvell that until guite a while after the stuff
has been written. The last 4 pages were done without the use off correction
fluid, as T wus in a hurry, That accounts for all tie strikscvers,

‘lay 3, and I': all set to 58t the stencils in the mails. For a change
it leols as tho I finished in plenty of tiuwe. Cicpe to aake the next mailing,
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Here it is puge 11, and I'd only planned on having about 8 pages of INSP
for this time., This can't keep up much longer as I only have two stencils left,
and do not intend to get any wore until time for the next mailing. A couple of
things I still haventt thuched, which I wanted to write about this time, so I
suppose a couple more pages will take care of them. First;

Another supgestion concerning the question
Of a problewm that never dims;
Wwhat sould we do about, or should we do without,
AN @RGANIZATION FOR IIS

ifany ims have come to the conclusion that a national organization would
serve no useful purpose, and experience tenus to prove that this is so. 1Ims
are toc individualistic to be regimented inco :any semblance of unity, save
for an ill-defined "Code of Ethics." guch objectives as influencing the pro-
zines to print better storiss are silly, as few fans can even agree on what
constitutes a good stepy, and many never even read prozines.

There are, sv far as T can see, only two useful functions which a naticnal
or international federation of ims could accomplish. Pirst of these is to act
as an informational clearing house, and the second that of interesting new im-
aginists into imagidom.

There is a definite need of a group in imagidom to act as informational
headyuarters, to keep in touch with ims, either individually or in local clubs,
to know where any im is anytime he changes address, to know which subscription
imzines are being published and when, to aid and to solicit aid on such im
projects as directories, etc., and to give a certain amount of news conoerning
prozines and prozine changes.

Notwithstanding such work as is being done along these lines by Unger, and
other news publishsrs, a news bureau maintained by the great majority of ims
would be of more value., If the officers and publishers of, say, & monthly news
imzine were chosen by election and replaced periodically, as in FAPA, the
chance of feuds and discrimination which has been so evident in the past would
be largely eliminated. I would propose such a news monthly (weekly is too often
to really compile any news) supported by dues from imagidom as a whole, and
sent free to all members of the supporting organization, It would be the duty
of the editors to keep a file on all members, to report any changes in member-~
ship, and to keep a list cf all ims with addresses and approximate degree of
activity to be published once a year,

It would be a lot of work for one im, but perhaps a group could handle it
satisfactorily. There are several such groups now, such as the LASFS, the Slan
Shackers, and others., After the war there will be more. There will, Itm pos-
itive, be a group in Detroit with the facilities and ability for the job. 3By
rotating the editorship among the various groups, the possibility of a naticnal
organ becoming too localized in nature will be largely eliminated,

The other function of the organization would be the direct responsibility
of the president, that of interesting prospective ims, An intelligently worded
mimeo_raphed form letter would be best, I should think; one based on the idea
of finding in imagidem a group whose thoughts are linked to those of the new im
by bonds of imagination. Stuff such as the fun had at conventions or in pub-
lishing iwmzines of your own should be eliminated I think, as an im has to be
gradually broken in to the more advanced phases. The idea of having individual
members of a ccmmittee each write a separate letter is, I believe, impractical,
Wames of prospective imaginists would be gotten from the readers columns of
prozines, or obtained from other ims,
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8ion in 1ife, In regards to the Cosmic Cirele, Rays is sbsolutely sincers,
and I gathered the impression that he is a bit fed up, alcng with the rest of
inegidon, with the actions and tactics of Dsgler.

Qur confliecting ideas on imagidon was our main difference, as I am guite
likely the supreine cynic so far as seeing anvthing constructive in imagidom is
concerned. But even tho I don't believe in it, I am interested in imagidom
and in ims, o doubt I shall be in Live Qak again before long. Ieving fin-
ished traveling, I take up

SKY "RITING

and that subject is uite de-
ceiving.

If Hilty can talk about what lhe's doing ia tie army, I guess I can too,
up to a certain extent, As you may know, Iim in the Chemical “Jarfare section
of the Army Air Porces, One of the more importent functions of chemical war-
fare is the laying of smole scresns, and the most spectacular method of laying
a smoke screen is by use of airplane spray. That is my principle job, working
with airplane spray apparatus,

Remember in the long ago days before the war how you would gaze up into
the sky watching a plane trail a long ctreamer of smoke to spell out such im-
portant messages as "DRINK ZIPPO" or "TRY BURPS PILLS"? Imagine & larger, fas-
ter, plane of war, trailing not a thin streamer of smoke, but a large, dense
cloud providing an impenetrable blanket of white over a large area, and you
have some idea of the way it works.

Rut what has all this to do with s-f? Nothing, except for scme speculat=-
ing by a group of us the other day on possible post-war uses of the airplane
spray. Some of the ideas brought forth were really futuristic, Possibly the
most practical immediate use thought up, and undoubtedly inspired by the pre-
war use of the plane for "erop-dusting”, was the use of the plane in linsect
control, Several new types of sprays which hang in the zir for hours have been
developed since the start of the war, and a flect of planes could clear cuble
miles of air within the space of seconds by using such insecticides in wartime
spray apparatus., Possibly the warplane of toduy will also be the warplane of
tomorrow against the most deadly enemy of mankind, the insect.

Jut that is a commonplace idea, and it wasn't watil we got into the more
far-fetched plans that the discussioans really got under way., Several of them
depended on the use of as yet undiscovered liquid plastiecs, such as the one
about the fast-drying plastic to be used in road vonstruction. Imagine sur-
facing o road at the rate of € miles a minute!

Then of course, there was the use ol planes for painting large surfaces,
only nobody could figure out just how to prevant the spray from extending be-
yond the limits of the object to be paiated. ne cf the boys got the idea of
sowing crops from the ait, until the difficulties of spraying even finely part-
ielsd solids was pointed out -~ and then he decided that the plane could be
used for watering crops in areas where irrigation wasn't effective.,

But the ultimate in inspirations came with the idea of using a super-
chilled gas, one which liquefiss at alimost absolute zero, to freeze a path
across the ocean. Then luarge cargo carrying rocket cars could follow the

lanes by crossing the ice on runnersi 7ith that I close, for nothing could
top that suggestion except possibly the one about spreying an atmosphere around
an asteroid, by using liquid air, Yeah, that last was my idea.



